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Hetty Berg became the Director of the Jewish Museum Berlin
on 1 April 2020. Originally from the Netherlands, she has held
various positions at the Jewish Historical Museum in
Amsterdam.

She began her work there as a curator in 1989. In the span of her 30-year career, she created over
30 original temporary exhibitions, and oversaw the creation and implementation of five permanent
exhibitions. Since 2002 she worked as the manager and chief curator of the Jewish Historical
Museum in Amsterdam, which expanded in 2012 into the city’s Jewish Cultural Quarter. Along with
the Jewish Historical Museum, it includes a children's museum, the Portuguese Synagogue, the
National Holocaust Museum, and the Hollandsche Schouwburg memorial site.

Hetty Berg was born in 1961 in The Hague. After studying dance for four years in London and
Amsterdam, she studied theater studies in Amsterdam. While pursuing her career, she received a
master's degree in management for non-profit organizations in Utrecht. Berg is proficient in six
languages and is a member of several scholarly councils and committees; for example, since 2016,
she has been a member of the Dutch National Committee for the Code of Ethics for Museums, and
from 2007 to 2013, she was a member of the board of the Association of European Jewish Museums.

Her work and research focuses on cultural history, including Jewish performance, Jews in the
Netherlands and museum studies. She has published numerous books and scholarly essays on
these subjects; most recently in 2017 as coeditor of Site of Deportation, Site of Memory: The
Amsterdam Hollandsche Schouwburg and the Holocaust and in 2020 as editor of Waterlooplein:
De buurt binnenstebuiten (Dutch).

In addition, she has organized many international symposia and scholarly conferences, for example,
together with the American historian Georg Mosse (1918—1999), with the Israeli demographer and
statistician Sergio Della Pergola, with the American Rabbi David Ellenson, as well as with the
American author and educator Susannah Heschel.

Hetty Berg has been a member of the Liberal Jewish Community in Amsterdam for over 40 years.
Together with her partner, the French photographer Frédéric Brenner, she travels regularly to Israel.
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